NATURE AFTER
MINERALS:
bringing mineral sites to life,
for people and wildlife

Nature After Minerals – partnership working

Nature After Minerals is a partnership between Natural England and RSPB that looks at the
strategic opportunities for delivering biodiversity through high quality habitat creation on mineral
sites. Minerals winning operates on a vast scale and quarries offer fantastic opportunities for
biodiversity. Nature After Minerals works in partnership with industry, planning authorities,
regulators and the conservation community to promote best practice in habitat restoration and
planning, and to communicate the benefits of these activities to diverse audiences.

Bringing mineral sites to life for people

In the dawning era of Localism and the Big Society, Nature After Minerals is looking more
closely at the benefits that quarrying can deliver to society. Ecosystem services – how nature
provides economic goods and improves human wellbeing – is becoming an increasingly important
way to demonstrate the value of biodiversity and habitat restoration to those communities engaged
in planning and decision making. Quarries restored for biodiversity can deliver wider economic
benefits, including flood storage and health benefits by providing access to nature. Helping
people to understand the importance of ecosystem services will give confidence to planners and
stakeholders that make decisions or comments on minerals extraction and restoration.

Channelling conservation messages

Nature After Minerals has been working closely with project partners to deliver recommendations
on biodiversity and habitat creation. We worked with our Natural England and RSPB colleagues
in Wiltshire on producing habitat restoration messages that fed into both responses to the
county’s latest minerals consultation. In Dorset, we are undertaking a GIS mapping exercise of the
Puddletown Road mineral sites in conjunction with Natural England, Dorset County Council and
Dorset Wildlife Trust. This looks in detail at habitat creation across the sites and will be a useful tool
for all stakeholders as the longer term vision for the area is developed.

In Dorset: the Puddletown Road

Extending to over 230 hectares, the Puddletown Road network of sand and gravel sites in
south Dorset is a fantastic example of habitat restoration at a landscape scale. The sites are
being progressively worked and restored to lowland heath which will reconnect and buffer the
surrounding internationally-designated heathland. These heaths support a number of rare plants
and animals including all six of the UK’s species of reptile. The Puddletown Road is within the
RSPB’s Purbeck Futurescape and in time could be recognised as an Ecological Restoration
Zone, described in the Lawton Review, ‘Making Space For Nature,’ as one of the recommended
approaches to creating a resilient and more coherent ecological network.

Demonstrating landscape scale conservation through
quarry restoration

Linking quarry restoration and ecosystem services, the proposed restoration of three quarries in
Cambridgeshire is one of the most exciting projects at the moment. Located adjacent to the Ouse
Washes SPA, Block Fen will eventually feature 480 ha of wet grassland to benefit rare breeding
birds such as black-tailed godwit and snipe. Importantly, the site will also have large bodies for
storing water and relieving the pressure of summer flooding on the Ouse Washes. Making the
fertile fenland soils wet will safeguard them from erosion for future generations, and underneath it
all around 21 million tonnes of inert waste will be safely stored.
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Landscape-scale habitat creation primarily through mineral sites restoration in the Great
Ouse Valley Cambridgeshire.

In time this will provide 2,700 ha of additional wetland habitats
to augment the existing 1,100 ha Ouse Washes wetlands. This
will result in one of the largest wetland complexes in England,
providing habitat for many rare species and making a significant
contribution to flood mitigation and water quality.

Partnership successes to securing threatened
habitat in the heart of the Midlands

Situated in the Trent Valley in Nottinghamshire, Langford
Lowfields is at the heart of an extensive series of sand and gravel
quarries with the potential to be linked and deliver huge gains for
people and biodiversity.
Here RSPB and Tarmac are working to create the largest reedbed
in the East Midlands. Over 30 hectares have already been created
by quarry managers, engineering contractors and RSPB staff.
The aim is to create 175 hectares with potential for extensions.
Wildlife is already benefiting: marsh harriers bred in 2010
(the first in Nottinghamshire in over 100 years) and bitterns
are resident. The site was recently designated as a Site of
Importance for Nature Conservation for the wealth of biodiversity
already present.
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The RSPB is the UK charity working to secure
a healthy environment for birds and wildlife,
helping to create a better world for us all.
UK Headquarters
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL
Tel: 01767 680551
www.rspb.org.uk
Registered charity no 207076
Natural England is the government’s advisor on the natural environment.
We provide practical advice, grounded in science, on how best to safeguard
England’s natural wealth for the benefit of everyone

Nature After minerals works closely with industry representatives:
MPA: Essential Materials, Sustainable Solutions
The Mineral Products Association is the trade association for the aggregates,
asphalt, cement, concrete, lime, mortar and silica sand industries.
BAA: Supporting Britain’s Quarries
British Aggregates Association: The Effective Association for Independent
Quarry Operators
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